6            A STUDENT'S HISTORY OF EDUCATION
In the first place, the student should determine through
what accomplishments or knowledge the education in
question attempts to reproduce in the younger generation
the best of racial experiences. Such educational content
may consist of a few simple forms of expression, or, if an
educational system has been fully developed, of the actual
course of study. Then some attention should be given to
the method by which the instruction was imparted, al-
though in some instances this may be so informal or so
obscure that one would not at first perceive that any
definite procedure was being followed. This may involve
some study of the spirit, ideals, and preparation of the
teachers, and their modes of punishment or reward.
Finally, it is of importance to understand the organization
and material equipment by which the particular type of
education was carried out, even if in it the youth learns
through mere imitative play or active participation in
the community. When conditions become more com-
plicated, regular schools are instituted, and a study of
organization may then include some understanding not
only of the educational system, with its management and
hours of attendance, but also of the buildings or places for
holding the schools.
When the educational system is fairly understood in
both its purpose and procedure, the final inquiry will
naturally be as to its results. Only as its success or failure
and its effect upon civilization and the people or period
that employed it are known, can its value as a guide or a
warning at the present day be rightly known. But be-
yond learning and interpreting the facts connected with
the edwational purpose of a country, period, or individual,
he way in which an attempt was made to approach
g<M> and making some estimate of the results, the